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A Study on Effects of Relative Benefits and Costs of Piracy of Digital Contents on
Attitudes and Behaviors of lllegal Duplication
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify factors affecting piracy of online digital contents,
focusing on relative awareness of illegal duplications, compared to legal duplication. To do this,
the current study integrates factors proposed in existing literature and the previous studies
based on the theory of planned behavior and accesses them from cost-benefit point of view.
Main findings are summarized as followed;— First, with regard to relative benefits gained by
illegal duplication, it is shown that monetary and psychological utility have positive effects on
attitudes and behaviors of illegal duplication. Particularly, it is found that monetary incentive is
the main cause of illegal duplication as monetary gains are major factors affecting illegal
duplication behaviors. Second, it is suggested that ethical cost is a definitive factor that has
negative effects on illegal duplication behaviors while technological cost has also significant
effects on illegal duplication behaviors. Third, it is confirmed that there is a significant
relationship between attitudes and behaviors of illegal duplication. This result shows that an
attitude to illegal duplication is antecedent of behaviors as the belief and the value regarding
illegal duplication can lead actual behaviors.
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