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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to verify if metropolitan area and non-metropolitan area have an
influence on health of the elderly and estimate and compare the difference between the two areas.
To achieve this purpose, the study was conducted on 4,714 elderly people aged 65 or more among
source materials of The 3rd Korean Longitudinal Study of Ageing in 2010; using OLS
regression analysis and Oaxaca’s decomposition method. Major results of the study are as
follows. First, the elderly living in metropolitan area were found to have better health than the
ones in non-metropolitan area(B= -.044, p<.01). Second, in the result of looking into 'area’ effect
alone, which was decomposed to investigate actual effect of the difference between metropolitan
area and non-—metropolitan area, the elderly living in non-metropolitan area were found to have
lower health status than the ones living in metropolitan area, confirming that the health gap
among the elderly also originates from the characteristics of residential area(non metropolitan
area-metropolitan area: 223.92, 109.50%,; metropolitan area—non metropolitan area: -267.18,
130.66%). Through the results of the study, practical and policy implications and future study
direction were suggested.
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