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A Study on Symbols of Suppression and Liberty in the Movie {La Pianiste)
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Abstract

The discussion was started from the question about how literary linguistic expressions are
reproduced in the movies. This study focuses on the cinematized version of Jelinek’s [Die
Klavierspielering , the <La Pianiste> by Michael Haneke. and looking for cinematization of
literary works and these aesthetic values. The original delicately describes the life of Erika who
has been living under the supervision and control by her mother. The topic of the <La Pianiste>
is the conflict between the controlling mother and the desires of the heroin Erika who has been
living under the suppression. The world of suppression symbolized by her mother is described
as closed and dark space while the world of Erika and her desires, represented by Walter is
described as open and bright space. The life of Erika living under control symbolized by
prison-like double doors, iron-barred window, darkness and shadow is abnormally distorted.
Even the piano that must be the center of her life as a pianist is also one of the symbols of dark

world of suppression.
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