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Factors Affecting the Nursing Students’ Attitude toward Care of the Elderly
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the knowledge and attitude toward the elderly,
aging anxiety, and attitude toward caring the elderly and to identify influencing factors of
attitude toward caring the elderly in nursing students. Participants were 227 nursing students
from three college of nursing in D-city and K region. Data was collected by structured
questionnaire on subjects’ characteristics, knowledge toward the elderly, attitude toward the
elderly, aging anxiety, and attitude toward caring the elderly. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, t-test, one way ANOVA, Pearson correlation coefficient, and stepwise
multiple regression analysis with SPSS/WIN 19.0 program. The average score of knowledge,
aging anxiety, attitude toward the elderly, and attitude toward caring the elderly of participants
were 14.78, 2.88, 4.09, 5.16. Factors significantly affecting attitude toward caring the elderly were
attitude toward the elderly, preference of caring for the elderly, aging anxiety, favorable type to
be support as a parent. Explanatory power of the model was 24.7%. The results of this study
suggest that interventions may be necessary to improve attitude toward caring the elderly among
nursing students. It is essential to develop the strategy of providing positive experience with the
elderly for nursing students as well as geriatric nursing education.
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