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Perception of College Students toward the Fairness of Korean College Admission
System: A Grounded Theory Approach
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Abstract

Diversification of college admission system has recently brought up the problem of system
fairness. Studies on fairness of college admission system mainly focused on policy proposal or
investigation of teacher’s perception. Different from previous works, this study aims to analyze
college students’ perceptions of fairness of the current college admission system. This study used
grounded theory and interviews from eleven students. Results of analysis are as follows. Causal
condition proved to be frequent change in admission system happened in the course of
diversifying admission criteria. The core phenomenon is fundamental unfairness in both
procedural and substantive aspects of admission system. Contextual condition is information and
infrastructure asymmetry among students which has a root in regional gap in Korea. Mediatory
condition is advance of information technology and individual or group effort to overcome
disadvantages. In conclusion, students consider that unfairness in college admission system

reflects social structural problems that cannot be solved in a one-time prescription.
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