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Difficulties that Female North Korean Defector Cyber University Students
Experienced in their Social Work Field Practicum and Support Plan
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Abstract

There are increasing numbers of North Korean defectors. Many of them enter universities and
major in social welfare in order to get jobs. As a required course, they must participate in field
practicum and many difficulties are expected. This study aims to examine the North Korean
defectors’ practicum experience in specific, and to support more effectively in the field work
education. To achieve this purpose, female North Korean defectors who go to G cyber university
and have finished their field practicums, were interviewed in an in—depth interview. The data
were analyzed with the open coding through the constant comparison method as Grounded
theory’s initial analysis. As the result, the following was found: 49 concepts, 18 sub-categories,
and 7 categories. The categories include difficulties in the process of preparation for and
beginning with various obstacles; confusion due to the differences between the North Korean and
South Korean culture; tasks and functions that were not expected, personal relationships which
were burdensome to them; feeling a lack of professional competence; inevitable environmental
circumstances, and personal problems. Based on the results, suggestions for better support in
field practice education in the side of universities, community agencies, individual students and
the general society were addressed.
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