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An Analysis of the Image of North Korean defector on the TV New Content
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore how South Korean TV news programs represent the
image of North Korean defector through analyzing South Korean TV news contents portraying
North Korean defector. In order to conduct this research, the study analyzes the main subjects
of the South Korean TV news contents, the image of characters on the TV news contents, and
frames which the TV news contents mainly used. According to the results of this study, the TV
news programs represent the positive image of South Korean government whereas they criticize
North Korean government while representing North Korean defector issues. However, the TV
news programs showed no interest in real problems which the North Korean defectors are
experiencing. Further, the findings of this study are very similar to the results of previous studies
that were analyzing the representation of news media about minority groups including North
Korean defectors. Most studies analyzing how news media represent minority groups show that
the groups have been identified not by their own opinions and relations but predominant culture
and lifestyles in the society, and they are also represented not by their own voice but
predominant perspectives of the society.
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