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Abstract

To meet the needs of societies that have been suggesting that practical competency is the key
factor in the economies and societies of the 21st century, OECD developed the Program for the
International Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC). The purpose of this study is to critically
review the contents of adult competency in PIAAC upon the premise that the validity of the
contents of adult competency must be assessed before setting up any national strategies to develop
adult competency. First, this study points out that the contents of adult competency in PIAAC seem
insufficient to objectively measure cognitive and practical competency of adults. Second, the
contents of adult competency in PIAAC assess only observable and measurable individual
knowledge and functions, despite the fact that adult competency must be viewed as collective
competency where various aspects of proficiencies are closely interconnected. Third, the contents
of adult competency in PIAAC do not take the nature of humans into consideration: it assesses
human beings based only on observable human behaviors. In conclusion, this study maintains that
we need to discuss the adult competency that matches well with the societal and industrial needs
of Korea and to critically review the validity of any measures assessing adult competency.
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