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Japanese and Chinese Journalists’ Views on Anti—Korean Wave
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Abstract

This study examined the Japanese and Chinese journalist’s views on anti-Korean wave, who
are the public and authoritative discourse producers in Japan and China, respectively. In so doing,
the study aims to understand the ways in which the phenomena of anti-Korean wave take place
and are diffused. According to the findings, anti-Korean wave in north-east Asia is affected by
anti-Korea sentiments that have been induced from historical and political relations as well as
cultural conflicts. In specific, the anti-Korea sentiments found in both Japan and China are
geopolitical particularity and historical relations function to frame their cultural receptions of
Korean pop culture. In other words, the phenomena of anti-Korean wave in both countries do
not stem directly from local audiences’ either discontents or apathy on Korean pop contents.
However, while Japanese anti-Korean wave seems to be mere expressions of anti-Korea
sentiments, Chinese sentiments of anti-Korean wave are triggered and transferred by, or

articulated with their anti-Korea sentiments.
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