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Research Trends of Korean Journalism and Communication Studies

Using a Semantic Network Analysis
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Abstract

This aim of this study is identify research trends and intellectual structure in the field of
Korean journalism and communication studies. For this purpose, a semantic network analysis
was employed to analyze keywords in the abstracts of published articles in the Korean Journal
of Journalism and Communication Studies from 2005 to 2015. The results showed that "frame”,
"Twitter”, "content analysis” and "social media” are among the most frequently used keywords
in the abstracts during this period. With regards to degree and eigenvector centrality, "social
capital”, "trust” and "twitter” were among the highest. The findings of the periodic
characteristics of research trends revealed that there are more studies that employ the traditional
media effect theories including Uses and Gratification Theory, Agenda Setting Theory, and
Framing Theory before the year of 2010 while those that focus on the specific new media such
as smartphones and twitter after 2011. This study has implications in the sense that it can be
used as guidelines for making a curriculum or establishing the research system for Korean
journalism and communication studies in the future.

B keyword : | Journalism and Communication Studies | Semantic Network | Research Trend | Centrality | Social
Network Analysis |
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