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Abstract

This paper attempts to analyze the narrative strategy of co-produced transnational romance
films, <Virgin Snow>(2007) and <Ghost: In your arms again>(2010). These films were produced
during the heyday of Korean wave, the phenomenon Korean popular culture enjoys overseas
fandom. Coupling Korean male star with Japanese female star, and dramatizing their romance,
the industries attempted to attract the nations’ cultural consumers. International co—production
has been considered as a mode of production strategic enough to penetrate into neighboring
nations. One of the major benefits of international co-production is to cope with ’cultural
discount’ between nations. Since producers and directors from different cultural background can
participate in the creative process and share ideas, they can devise quite strategic form and
content to please culturally heterogeneous consumers. Korea and Japan have long been in
socio—political conflict, which makes it crucial for these films’ cultural producers not to stir
spectators’ nationalism. In other words, these films’ cultural producers had to develop a narrative
strategy not to analogize nations’ political reality. This paper, therefore, aims to analyze the
narrative structure of these films, and to specify narrative strategy in detail.
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