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Abstract

Considering the recent increase in the number of sexual violence survivors, there is an urgent
need to develop content for the training of professional workers to support victims. The purposes
of this research are: (1) to investigate the status of existing training programs designed to
produce workers to support sexual violence victims; (2) to conduct focus group interviews with
19 workers regarding their training needs; (3) to conduct a national-wide survey with 800
workers; and (4) to carry out a delphi study with 20 sexual violence professionals in regard to
the topics and methods of training. According to the survey of practice workers, the areas of
greatest need include the understanding of client characteristics, multidisciplinary approaches in
training, and strengthening of basic training. The delphi study of professionals revealed the need
for counseling skills, understanding the psychology of sexual violence victims, and skills to
provide emotional support for victims. Based on these findings, this research suggests training
content designed to provide support services customized to the types and characteristics of
individual survivors.
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