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An Exploratory Study on Determinants of National Preference between Korean

and Japanese College Students:
Focusing on Media and Cultural Contents Consumption
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Abstract

National preference enables a nation to achieve more advantageous position regarding
international relations. Considering this benefit, the purpose of this study is to explore
determinants of national preference between Korean and Japanese college students. To pursue
this aim, two versions (translated to Korean and Japanese) of survey were conducted in Korea
and Japan in 2015. A total of 370 (206 of Koreans and 164 of Japanese) college students were
participated in the survey. Specifically, participants were asked to respond perceptions toward
multiculturalism, international experiences, and consumption of media contents. Further,
participants were asked to describe their knowledge and perception toward cultural contents of
partnered country via open-ended questions. The results implies that Japanese music and books
are significant determinants among Korean students in developing national preference toward
Japan whereas Koran drama is more an effective factor among Japanese students to build
national preference toward Korea. Based on the result, theoretical and practical implications were
discussed.
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