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Abstract

The Korean wave refers to the spread of Korean popular culture from China to all over the
world. The Korean wave has been improving the national image and creating a new brand value
for Korea as a symbolic soft power. Its spread has been operating as a kind of energy that is
fueling national competition. The Korean wave creates a new type of tour and increases tourists’
intention to visit special places revealed indirectly through mass media. People can vary highly
in terms of awareness, attitude and behavioral pattern according to the degree of care for and
interest in something. This is called involvement. Three hypotheses were established to study
the effect of the Korean wave in terms of involvement. First of all, it confirms whether the
Korean wave involvement affects national image and image as a tourist destination. Second, it
confirms whether national image affects Korea’s image as a tourist destination. Third, it confirms
whether the Korean wave involvement affects intention to visit Korea. The certification results
of these hypotheses confirm that the Korean wave affects national image, Korea's image as a
tourist destination, and intention to visit Korea. The national image also partly affects its image
as a tourist destination.
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