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Abstract

Interdisciplinary convergence research is widely seen as a collaborative research between
different disciplines, which is often driven by common agenda or problems in pursuit of a
particular common objective. Thus, the purpose of interdisciplinary cooperation in convergence
research is to bring each discipline’s unique perspective together with the academic expertise of
researchers in order to share common problems that cannot be solved effectively without
research partnership. We present empirical evidence on how interdisciplinary research
relationships are formed to facilitate research networking in convergence relations. In particular,
we used network analysis to investigate how interdisciplinary linkages and convergence
research networks has formed over time. We found that the convergence research networks
were implemented by the interdisciplinary convergence research support program as intended.
We did find that research field with high indegree and outdegree in a network played critical
roles on the dynamics and degree of interdisciplinarity. Finally, we could find evidence that the
role of liaison brokers triggered relational dynamics in interdisciplinary research collaboration.
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