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Abstract

Reflecting times, Korean TV dramas have gone through massive changes. So have their main
characters. This study is about their jobs, which have become more professional as well as
diverse. It is observed that the male characters’ jobs and job-related episodes take the center
stage in the stories of dramas, rather than love stories of those characters. While main
characters’ jobs used to be part of the overall backdrop in the past, it has been the latest
trend for a drama to begin building conflicts around and in the meticulously described work
settings. This is opening up the possibility for new categories of genre dramas, as opposed to
the typical Koran melodramas. For further success of this newly burgeoning trend, the sense of
reality matters the most. Then, it requires elaborately built narratives, based upon a high level
of expertise of playwrights in the relevant fields, and realistic proper image processing
techniques.
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