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The Mediating Effects of Family Factors and Friendship Factors on Adolescent
Depression: Differences between the Low—income Group and the Middle—class
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the differences between low-income and
middle-income groups with respect to how family factors intervene with friendship factors to
influence adolescent depression. In order to do this, we selected 1,552 adolescents (246 from
low-income group and 1276 from middle-income group) from 1 panel of the 6th Korean Children
& Youth Panel Survey and conducted multiple-group analysis for structural equation modeling.
The results are as follows. Firstly, there were no direct effects of parenting style on adolescent
depression for the low-income group, whereas effects were found to be significant for the
middle-income group. Secondly, parenting style had a greater influence on friendship factors for
the low-income group than the middle-income group. Thirdly, the influence of friendship factors
on depression was much more negative for the middle-income group than the low-income
group. Fourthly, it was found that parenting style had greater intervention effects on friendship
factors influencing adolescent depression for the middle-income group as compared to the
low-income group. However, intervention effects were not found for peer alienation.
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