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Abstract

The success of K-Pop music industry continues as there is a new light shedding on the new
Korean wave. There is a continuous discussion about the sustainability of the idol’s dance music
because of its limit in the uniform genre. As a solution to improve the quality of K-pop music,
researchers said to supplement it through the change of educational system in the applied music.
However, research into how much the education of applied music is contributing to the
continuous success of the K-Pop music industry and how each industry is affecting each other
was inadequate. Therefore, this study will understand the association between the K-Pop and the
applied music, and look into ways that can act as a mutual supplementation for both fields.
Subjects of analysis included performing artists, composers, arrangers, lyricists, and singers for
songs within the top 100 of the digital total ranking for the past three years in the Gaon chart
which is the official music chart for Korea. Then, the study apprehended how many of those
subject had relations with the applied music and their activity frequency. As a result, there were
a considerable number of K-Pop performers, at 41.74%, who also majored in the applied music.
To continue to tendency of Korean wave and develop the Korean popular music, this study will
explore roles each industry should cooperate in the future. There were the formation of social
atmosphere for increase of consumer’s needs to diverse K-pop music and change of education
for training its human resources that K-pop industry demand.
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