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The Effect of Different Types of Bullying Defenders on Bullying Behavior:
Verification of the Moderating Effect of Empathy
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Abstract

This study was designed to test whether middle school students have moderating effect of
empathy ability on group bullying behavior. The subjects were 488 middle school students in
Busan area, The mean difference test and regression analysis were performed using the SPSS
20 program and the related variables were standardized to show the characteristics of the control
effect. The results of this study are as follows: First, as the experiences of the perpetrator and
the experience of the autonomous group, the group bullying behaviors were higher, and it was
confirmed that the perpetrators were important variables for predicting the bullying behaviors.
As a predictor of bullying behavior, it was identified as an important variable. Second, empathy
ability has a moderating effect of alleviating the relationship between perpetrator 's harmony and
bullying behavior, and the relationship between onlooker and bullying behavior. Third, according
to gender analysis, male students were more exposed to bullying behaviors than female students.
Through these discussions, practical suggestions for social welfare, academic suggestions, and
suggestions for follow-up studies were made.
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