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A New Evaluating System for Academic Books on Humanities and Social Sciences in

Korea
—Based on the Cases of Korean and Overseas Universities—
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Abstract

This study aims to suggest a new evaluating system for academic books in the field of
humanities and social sciences in Korea. The data comprised the evaluating systems for
researchers’ academic achievements at 27 Korean and overseas universities, and questionnaire
from researchers. The findings showed that academic books were rated higher twice than articles
in Korean universities with various criteria. Universities in the US had no standardized systems,
but publishers evaluated academic books. The UK and France had authorized organizations, REF
and HCERHE, to evaluate researchers’ products, whereas, in Japan, departments evaluated them
without fixed systems. About 84% of Korean researchers preferred external evaluation on
academic books. It is proposed to establish associations’ evaluation, ‘'more than 200 pages and
ISBN’, and qualitative approach. 200-600 points can be given on books in the correlation of

universities, associations, and Korea Research Foundation.
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We feel strongly that the quality of the work [publication]
is what should be measured, and that there is no
substitute for the experienced judgment of philosophers
on this matter.

(Harvard University #3&3} 8ka}4h)

There is not a particular objective reference we use to
evaluate a manuscript. There are unwritten rankings that
we use to make an evaluate e.g., a scholarly press is
better than a vanity press.

(Indiana University ¢1%thstd)

‘What is important to us is the quality of the papers, as
judged by our own reading and by the readings of these
people whom we trust.

(Princeton University 23} n<7)
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The publication period for research outputs in REF2014
was 1 January 2008 to 31 December 2013.
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Within our department, we are obliged to produce certain
number of publications each year or we are penalized in
the workload model... Research monographs can be
counted as equivalent to two articles... The claim is that
this is done on the basis of the quality of the work itself,
but we are all under pressure to publish journal articles
rather than book chapters.
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