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Representation of Migrant Families in TV Reality Shows from a Familialism
Viewpoint
— Focusing on Male Participants in KBS {(My Neighbor, Charles)
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Abstract

This paper analyzed the representation of migrants in television with the example of KBS's My
Neighbor, Charles. This primetime TV show with consistent popularity has showcased different
types of migrants from other Korean television shows in terms of gender and race, and, partly
the difference brought popularity to it. This study finds the major reason of the difference from
changed migration patterns in Korea. Until recently, the main population of immigrants in Korea
was composed of female brides and workers, but it became diversified to include male and the
West migrants. This triggered the changes in media representation, but not thoroughly. Though
the faces of migrant protagonists have been diversified, the remaining ideology of nation-centric
that has been the main frame to regard migrants as someone to be integrated through traditional
values persists. This study finds a few conflicts between the traditional and the change. For
example, represented realities of migrants are extends to include their activities in public domain,
disputes of multicultural society such as social differentiation and bias, and the criticism of
Korean traditional culture. In a gender perspective, while all the marriages represented showed
different kinds of vulnerability, discourses of traditional familialism were also clearly presented
through different tools of representation. This study aims at contributing existing studies of
media representations of migrants with a more complicated pictures in the context of social
changes and migration population changes.
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