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Abstract

This study researches PDA (Paralingustic Digital Affordances) in the social media on the basis
of Uses and Gratification theory. The study defines PDA as Likes in Facebook and Instagram
and Favorites in Twitter. The study inquiries into the motivation of using PDA and
interpretational way when Social media users play a role of a sender or a receiver. For this
research purpose, the focus group and interview were conducted with 36 college student in the
Korea metropolitan area. The research is to comprehend the motivation and satisfaction of using
PDA by applying structured theory frame of Uses and Gratification. As a result, it contributes
to more satisfactions when PDA users interact each other as a sender and a receiver than mere
verbal-communication. Furthermore, PDA in each social media has different meaning and
gravity. For instance, Likes in Instagram is considered less important and lighter than Likes in
Facebook. Moreover, people use the PDA without any restriction. People favorably use PDA most
of the time, but sometimes they use in contradictory or sarcastic way.
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