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Williams’ “Structure of Feeling” and Theories on the Working Class: Examination of

a Theoretical Framework for a “Class—Oriented” Labor Movement in Contemporary
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Abstract

This study examines the theoretical framework of “B” local union, which conducts
“class-oriented” labor movements in contemporary Japan. “Class—oriented” labor movements are
active, while they have been residual on the margins of Japanese society and the country’s labor
movement situation. This research examines a theoretical framework for “class-oriented” labor
movements and investigates Williams' “structure of feeling.” First, the “structure of feeling”
concept i1s examined. Second, the study compares several theories on the working class of
Marxism and alternative subjects of “linguistic turn.” Third, this study redefines the “structure
of feeling” in terms of the case of “B” local union. The results show that “collective
workers—individualize workers” and “workers—non-workers” of “B” local union establish their
own labor movements on the material or immaterial space and consider their “structure of
feeling” as the “negotiation and contradiction on the class-orientation.” Consequently, this study
offers a model of their “structure of feeling.”

B keyword : | Contemporary Japan | Labor Movements | “Class—Orientation” | “Structure of Feeling” | Raymond
Williams |
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