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A Political Analysis of Fantasies of Supernatural Beings in Television Drama
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Abstract

This study, by analyzing two recent television dramas, attempts to identify the ways how
popular cultural texts deal with supernatural beings and to discuss political meanings of the ways
in the context of neoliberal Korea. The results are: (1) The narratives make a clear line between
the supernatural and the ordinary. (2) The supernatural is effectively used in the narratives to
extend the boundary of conflict structure towards structural social problems that the society is
now facing. (3) When the text resolving the conflicts, the supernatural is also critical, which
makes the whle narrative in line with fantasy rather than reality. These results suggest that the
conclusion of the previous studies, arguing the use of the supernatural by popular cultural texts
tends to function as a form of resistance against neoliberal discourse structure, needs to be
negotiated. It is also reaffirmed that we need to explain political meanings of popular cultural
texts dealing with supernatural beings, with its double-sided and ambivalent effects.
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