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Recognition of Occupational Accidents related Multiple Sclerosis and Its Implications
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Abstract

Despite the government operating various preventive programs to ward off accidents and
diseases on business sites, diseases rates are not decreasing, unlike accident rates. In many
cases, diseases caused by work have a latent period before symptoms appear or progress over
a longer term, making it difficult for workers to prove the causal relation between their work
and the diseases. Moreover, data related to the business site are mostly owned by the employer.
Even if the employee has access to parts of such data, his lack of medical expertise limits his
ability to identify the characteristics of the diseases and how it appears. In August, 2017 the
Supreme Court did an about-face with its ruling on the case involving diseases caused by
exposure to harmful substances in work environments, by easing the burden of proof on the
employees. As such, this study focuses on the case to analyze cases involving diseases that have
occurred in work environments and present their implications. In doing so, the study seeks to
provide a basic set of data that can help secure the employees’ labor rights and rights to health
by complementing the current law in relation to recognizing industrial incidents caused by rare
diseases and making work environments safer for employees.
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