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Abstract

This paper explored contrasting responses of the press and the academic circle to The
Vegetarian, the 2016 Man Booker International Prize winner, and delved into the controversy
over its faithfulness to Han Kang’'s Chaesikjuuija. In the comparison of Han Kang's Ch'aesikjuuija
and Deborah Smith’'s The Vegetarian, many mistranslation cases have been found in The
Vegetarian. This paper is meaningful in that it did not stop at discussing translation errors in
The Vegetarian but probed the cause of Smith's mistranslation and that it identified The
Vegetarian as an English localization text, instead of a translation text. This paper concludes
with a discussion of the achievements of The Vegetarian as Smith’s rewriting of Ch'aesikjuuija
and makes suggestions as to what translators and the academic world can do for the reader and
the English translation of Korean literature in the future.
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The Vegetarian p. 41: “Now you've forgotten all your

worries,” my father-in-law pronounced, taking up his

"7

spoon and chopsticks. “Completely seized the moment!
(IA7%)
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The Vegetarian p. 134: [Slhe [...] clasped her son’s
small hand, lifting it up as if playing a game. (BA7}=x)
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The Vegetarian p. 151:

moment?” [...]

“How is my sister at the

“She’s stopped talking.” [...] (BAZ%)
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The Vegetarian p. 115-116: [...] P shouted at him, [...].
A sudden impulse to embrace her gripped him, then
faded away as abruptly as it had come. Just the vague

memory of an old emotion.
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The Vegetarian p. 143: Of course, there'd been no way
for her to guess what ideas her casual mention of that
small, blue Mongolian mark would spark in her husband.
But shouldn't she have been able to at least make a
guess as to the way things were heading—hadn’t his
recent behavior given her sufficient clues? Could she
have found a way to impress on him that Yeong-hye
was still on medication, was still ilI? The only thing
clear to her was that what her husband had done was

unforgivable.
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The Vegetarian p. 49: While Fuather ties the dog to the
tree and scorches it with a lamp, he says it isn't to be
flogged He says he heard somewhere that driving a dog
to keep running until the point of death is considered a
milder punishment. (BA7}Z)
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The Vegetarian p. 52: [..] I expected that Yeong—ho
would take my place, and that the day after tomorrow
my wife would be discharged. [...]

At nine o'clock the next evening I visited the ward.

Yeong-ho greeted me with a smile.
“You must be tired, no?” he said.
“How are the children?”
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“Ji-woo’s dad’s staying with them today.”
[.]

“How’s my wife been?”

she’s going to be okay.”

Yeong-ho was clearly trying to be considerate, and he

did manage to soothe my sharp mood a little. (ZA74%)
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was clearly trying to be considerate, and he did
manage to soothe my sharp mood a little. ”Jﬂr Zo] A
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The Vegetarian p. 144 : [...] Their parents, whom the
whole sorry saga seemed to have greatly aged, didn't
make any further effort to visit Yeong-hye, and even
severed contact with their elder daughter, In-hye, who
reminded them of the despicable way they'd treated
Yeong-hye. (EA}74=)
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