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Exploring Transfer Students’ University Life before Transferring
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Abstract

This study examines the Korean Education Longitudinal Study 2005 7th-9th year data to
analyze the university life of transfer students prior to their transferring by comparing them to
that of non-transfer students. This study used two types of comparison groups: The first
comparison group encompasses all who did not transfer and the second group was 1:1 matched
sample of students who were enrolled in the same universities in the 7th year and were of the
same gender. The 7th and 8th year experiences were compared, respectively. According to the
result, transfer students in their previous universities compared to non-transfer students
demonstrated higher grade point average, active class participation, and more interaction with
faculty outside the class. On the other hand, these students demonstrated relatively lower
satisfaction in university life, lower sense of belonging, and lower participation in student unions,
campus events, and other student activities. They also tended to have less interaction with their
colleagues. In other words, transfer students showed high competency and interests in academic
activities like managing good grades and interacting with faculty but showed less interest in
social activities such as interacting with peers and engaging in various campus activities. It is
necessary to develope programs to help transfer students to adapt to school efficiently by
utilizing the results of this study.
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