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Functions and Roles of Musical Vocal Coach
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Abstract

Musical is produced by multiple specialists including director, writer, composer, lyricist,
choreographer, music director, actors/actresses and so on. For the success of one musical, all
the people with different background should demonstrate their creativities. The basic frame of
a work is made by writer, composer and lyricist first unless it is a licensed musical. They are
called as Creative Team, and also director, choreographer, actors/actresses and staff are called
as Production Team. Both teams are collectively called as Creative Staff. Then, the secondary
creative staff members may participate in the work depending on the production size, and each
team can consist of the members such as music director, stage designer, sound designer and so
on. The staff related to music in Creative Team of the musical is developed with the initiation
from the music supervisor who decides the musical color and genre of the work, the
fragmentation and the specialization. However, composer or music director takes these roles in
charge in Korea. This study aims to establish the roles and concept of vocal coach according
to the fragmentation of working process and to investigate their roles and needs in the domestic
musical industry upon case analysis of musical production processes in overseas. The common
things and differences in the roles and the functions between ordinary voice teachers and
musical vocal coaches were analyzed and the cases of vocal coach in the Korean musicals were
reviewed by the interviews. In addition, creative team system was reviewed in the Korean
musicals.
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