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Abstract

Xiao Quan is a leading documentary portrait photographer in China. He tried to shoot portrait
photographs of celebrities in the literary and artistic world. By doing this, he represented their
time period. We explored the way Xiao Quan implemented the times they lived in by analyzing
their portrait photographs included in <Our Generation>. Our research showed that Xiao Quan
used images of their living environments, clothes and facial expressions and composition of
portraits. Such various methods of creation are a means for the symbolic expressions of their
times. This research not only finds the way Chinese documentary portraits are created but also
provides an opportunity to increase the value of documentary portraits as historic documents.
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