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A Comparison of Image Representation Strategies used in Propaganda Films
in South and North Korea: Focused on the 1960s
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Abstract

In the 1960s, both South and North Korea needed to stabilize their regimes, and propaganda
films were at the core of establishing this purpose. South Korea claimed legitimacy of a military
government and called for service to fulfill the government’s mission of the era, while North
Korea emphasized the impeccability of their leader and the superiority of their socialist system.
This study investigates image reproduction strategies used in South and North Korean
propaganda films at the time under the context of domestic and foreign environments in the
1960s. First, South and North Korea portrayed their rulers as a strong leader and friendly leader,
respectively, to establish legitimacy. Second, South and North Korea tried to image the same
incident from different views in order to instill the spirit of age defined from their own
perspectives. Third, propaganda films at the time portrayed desirable images of citizens (people)
and visualized a flawless government. Authoritarian governments in South and North Korea in
the 1960s facilitated the establishment of the so—called official society through propaganda films.

B keyword : | Propaganda Films | North Korean Documentary Film | North Korean Film | Culture Films |
Documentary |
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