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Abstract

Popular music is a spce where intrinsic desires and values of young people are well exposed
in its process of production and consumption. Previous discussions of Korean youth and youth
culture have been proceeding mainly in the sense of their resistances to older generation.
However, this is limited in that it neglects the inherent microscopic characteristics of youth
culture. The purpose of this study is to investigate what the signs and discourses of youth
generation make and share in popular music, and how it relates to social context through the
‘Mimesis’ theory. As a result, the songs of the 1990s remarkably showed the resistance to the
old generation in its narrative structure and have signs which expresses repression and
uniformity. On the other hand, the songs of the 2010s have many fragmented signs which has
been reconstructed into individualized discourse structure. It is assumed that the songs have
been able to gain a lot of empathy and popularity from the young generation by visualizing
emotions and desires experienced by themselves in the social context. Through this study, it
suggests to pay attention to the sensitivity, desire and creativity of young people in music in
the social and cultural context of the time.
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