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A study on the Description of India’s Textbooks on Colonial Cities in India
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Abstract

This article examines how India’s major colonial cities-Madras, Calcutta, Bombay (today,
Chennai, Kolkata, Mumbai) and New Delhi- are described in India’s history textbooks and
analyzed them from the perspective of Indians. It is explained the major colonial cities as the
process of making the cities and their political, social, economic and cultural changes, the
separation between British and Indian, urban planning, colonial architectures built by British
colonial power in Indian history textbooks. The viewpoint of its descriptions is featured by the
coexistence of ‘deprivation, exclusion, discrimination, resistance, challenge’ and ‘grant of
opportunity, acceptation, absorption’. That 1is, this characteristic maintains a mutual
confrontational and inseparable relation. And in a multi-layer, it enables to consider the inherent
characteristics of a colonial city reflecting the British ruling ideology and the society within
which the rulers and proprietors are forming without simplifying the cultural characteristics. It
is clear that there was a resistance against the unreasonable discrimination and exclusion that
had been suffered by the British colonial government as well.
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