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The Profile of Child Care and the Policy Needs by Mother's Employment Status in
Incheon
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Abstract

This study examined the time spent, the satisfaction level and the policy needs regarding child
care by mother’s employment status in Incheon. For this study, mothers with at least one child
under the age of five were analyzed. The major results of this study include: First, unemployed
mothers spent more time for child care than employed mothers. Second, unemployed mothers had
significantly higher levels of satisfaction with child care than employed mothers, but only in the
domain of physical care. Finally, the policy needs among mothers differed by their employment
status while the financial support need for using a child care facility was high for both groups.
This may be due in part to the increased likelihood of sending their child to a facility as their
child ages, and the high cost of child care in Incheon. Based on the findings, policy implications
are discussed.
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