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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate gender difference of community-residing elderly’s
life satisfaction and influential factors. Data were collected from 461 elders aged 60+ with the
cooperation of several social service center for the aged, senior centers, and senior citizen
associations in Daejeon Metropolitan City and Chungcheongnam-do(Cheonan—si and Okcheon—gun). SPSS
22.0 software was used for t-test and cross tabulation analysis, correlation analysis, and
hierarchical regression analysis. The results showed there was statistically significant difference
of elderly’s life satisfaction by gender in multivariate analysis including sociodemographic factors,
social network and relationship with children variables, but no difference in bivariate analysis.
There was also significant difference in the factors affecting community-residing elderly’s life
satisfaction by gender. A few factors like friend support, number of regular social gatherings, and
subjective health status were statistically significant in predicting male elderly’s life satisfaction.
Predictors of female elderly’s life satisfaction which were perceived elderly parent-children
conflict, friend support, monthly income, subjective health status, support to children, support
from children were more diverse, compared to the predictors for male elderly’s life satisfaction.
Based on the findings, suggestions for social welfare policy and practice to improve
community-residing elderly’s life satisfaction considering the gender difference were discussed.
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