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Abstract

The aim of this study was to analyze the cultural contents represented in elementary school
English textbooks for grades 3 and 4 based on the 2015 revised Korean national curriculum. An
analysis of cultural contents was conducted on the basis of Morgan(2001)’s five category criteria.
Among the five aspects of culture, ‘practices’ relevant to daily life were presented most
frequently in the textbooks followed by ‘products’. English textbooks showed a relatively low
frequency in ‘perspectives’ and ‘communities’ areas of culture. ‘Persons’ did not appear at all in
all eight textbooks. It revealed that there was a serious imbalance in the representation of
textbook about cultural contents. In conclusion, there should be balanced cultural contents for the
students to have a balanced cultural awareness and to accept cultural diversity and differences.
In addition, textbooks should include more various cultural materials and activities for the
students to develop four key competencies suggested on the 2015 revised Korean national
curriculum.
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