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Phenomenological Research on the Meaning of Visually—impaired Undergraduate

Freshmen's University Entrance and their School Life Experiences:
At a crossroads before taking a leave of absence
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Abstract

The subjects of this study are three visually-impaired undergraduates currently considering if
they should take a leave of absence after finishing the first year in S University located in Busan
City. From March to July, 2018, this researcher explored the meaning of their university entrance
and the essential meaning and structure of their school life experiences by using Giorgi's
phenomenological methodology. According to the results, this author drew 32 meaningful
statements and also 10 main themes, “the excitement of campus life and the name of being an
undergraduate”, “parents’ suggestion”, “something other than being a massager”, “Is it a place
that anyone can enter? Or, is it a special place?”, “loneliness within the public”, “Everything is
an obstacle.”, “It's not giving up, but still I am in a vague moment.”, “the beginning of another
conflict”, and “studying in a university is not for the present but for the future”. They were
categorized into being a university student and the meaning of it (categoryl), adaptation to
university life and reality (category 2), and one year after the entrance: the meaning of being a
university student (category 3). Based on the above results, this author intends to provide
foundational material about what universities can do for visually-impaired students to adapt to
university life in the initial steps properly.

B keyword : | Freshmen with Visual Impairment | Going to University | School Life Experience | Leave of
Absence | Phenomenological Research |
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