https://doi.org/10.5392/JKCA.2018.18.08.073

3|0l ZHAMO LIEH SOIA[OF Atdd HF
A Study on East Asian Thoughts in the Novels Written by Choi In—ho
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Abstract

In this paper, East Asian thoughts in Choi In-ho’s novels have been studied based on
Emmanuel Levinas’ philosophical theories. He is a philosopher who dealt with the matter of
subject formed through the encounter the others. The author of this paper quoted his ethics of
responsibility, viewing that East-Asian thoughts put stress on the relationship with the others.
The conclusions are like these; first, in the novel, Sang Do, there is a true relationship between
the subject and the others thinking in the side of the other. Human relationship is like
Sangsunyaksoo, which means when subject goes low, there appears a place the other can stay
in. Second, in the novel Yoorim the essence of Neo—Confucianism shows up through Kyung
thought, in which subject serves on the other in respect. That's like what Levinas said,
"responsibility to others”. Third, in the novel The Road without Road there appears Jinsokppuli,
the central value of Korean Buddhists’ Zen thoughts, meaning that you are not differentiated
from me. In the times when the nation had been lost, Kyung Ho, who answered the call of people
was a man who found what Levinas said, "the other who stays in me”. As a conclusion the
thoughts such as Sangsunyaksoo, Kyung, and Muae which show up in Choi In-ho’s novels are
connected with Levinas’ ethics of responsibility and well shown as good examples of East Asian
ethics.
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