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Abstract

This study focuses on the play aspect of the existing digital games and VR games as part of
a basic research for facilitating discussion on VR games. As a method for this research, the play
aspect of digital games was classified based on the play theory by Johan Huizinga and Roger
Caillois, followed by examination on the play characteristics of VR games according to the
established classification. As a result, VR games share a significant portion of play
characteristics with digital games. Nevertheless, in VR games the player is allowed unimpeded
physical activity while having the HMD on and complete disconnection from the real world via
new input/output devices. In the end, the transformation of play environment results in various
sensory stimulation, and in turn influences the player’'s experiences in areas such as presence,
immersion, emotional enjoyment and satisfaction. This study is expected to serve as an important
indicator for studies on the characteristics of VR contents which is certain to develop in a wide

range of directions in the future.
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