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Study of Life History of Elderly Women who had Six Times of Imprisonment
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Abstract

This study was to explore the life history of an elderly woman who had six times of
imprisonment and entered a Samchung re-education camp. This study of life history followed the
analysis of Mandelbaum(1973) pointing three perspectives of life: dimensions, turnings, and
adaptations. Participant’s dimensions of life were exploitation of labor, hostess life for U.S.
military, prison life, Samchung re-education camp, marriage with the disabled, life of a farm
worker. Turnings of life were serving as a maid, confinement of prison, life of hostess for living,
being remanded to Samchung re-education camp by state violence, marriage and divorce, denial
of social welfare service. Adaptations of life were downright adaptation in early life, exaggerated
act in juvenile reformatory, prostituted women as a simple fortune-maker, adaption as a good
wife and wise mother after marriage, resistive adaption as a self-employed. and farm worker.

Based upon this results outcome, discussions and implications were suggested.
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