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A Preliminary Study for Public Opinion Against Yemeni Refugee and the Political
Decision: Focusing on Augustine’s Thought about Principle of Love
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Abstract

This study begins with focus on the public opinion and political views on embracing Yemeni
refugees in Jeju. The public opinion is demanding amendment or even abolition of the Refugee
Act. The argument opposing Yemeni refugees is persuasive enough in terms of public order and
safety, cultural conflicts and economic interests, but it is going against the universal and
authentic values that must be pursued by a forward-looking society. It is natural that the power
exerting political discretion keeps an eye on public opinion. However, no matter how many people
express it, unjustified public opinion must not be a foundation for political decision. This study
will examine the shadows of public opinion and related concepts for those reasons, and review
Augustine’s concept of ‘love’ as a value to refer to in making a communal decision. Conflicts lead
to insecurity and rift. Without sensus communis (common sense), the rift will not be healed. This

study raises the need to resolve such conflicting state and seeks insight from Augustine.
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