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Chinese Broadcasters' Perceptions on Localization of Korean Entertainment

Formats in China—Focused on In—depth Interviews on {Great Challenge) and
{Running Brothers)
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Abstract

Despite both the Korean version of {Infinite Challenge) and (Running Man) seemed to be the most
popular in China, the {Running Brothers) and the {Great Challenge), which localized the same format,
differed at least in terms of viewership. Focusing on these two opposing cases, this study examines
the characteristics and considerations of the localization transformation through in—depth interviews with
experts in China.. As a result, {Great Challenge) was positive in terms of character diversification and
online media interworking effects. However, the experts recognized that factors such as the confusion
of character combinations due to frequent change of performers, frequent absences, conservative
characteristics of Chinese state broadcasting that emphasized educational contents, and burden of
localization due to changes in mission and challenge form each time were negatively affected. On the
other hand, {Running Brothers) lacked the effect of online media interaction and lack of diversity of
performers. However, the use of star actors' celebrities, the merits of actors with the characteristics
of Chinese historical and cultural spaces, the use of Chinese flavors and fragrances, and similar types
of missions and maintaining a stable composition each time favored localized production formats.
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