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Factors Influencing Internet Media Credibility among College Students
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Abstract

This study explored the perception of internet media credibility and influencing factors among
college students who are routine users of internet-based media. Media literacy competences are
of primary interest among others in that users’ media literacy such as information evaluation,
critical understanding of media, and information sharing are assumed to be related to media
credibility. The results of analysis revealed critical understanding ability to be statistically
significant and consistently influencing factor. Users with more critical view on media ownership,
represented reality, commercial intention of media seemed less likely to trust internet media.
Whereas media use motive for information was found to be a strong predicting factor, motive
for pleasure showed no relationship with credibility. Based on the findings, suggestions for new
research and limitations of the study were discussed.
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