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Effectiveness of Preventive Education on Cervical Cancer
for North Korean Refugee Women
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Abstract

This study aimed to develop an educational program on cervical cancer prevention and human
papillomavirus (HPV) for female North Korean refugees and to assess the effect of the program.
This study used a nonequivalent control group with a pretest-posttest design. The participants
were 42 female North Korean refugees in their 20s residing in South Korea. Measurements
included cervical cancer knowledge, HPV knowledge, attitude toward HPV vaccination, and
intention for HPV vaccination. Statistically significant differences emerged in levels of cervical
cancer knowledge (U = 40.00, p < .001), HPV knowledge (U = 4.50, p < .001), and attitude toward
HPV vaccination (U = 128.00, p = .013) between the experimental and control group. The
educational program is an effective nursing intervention to improve cervical cancer knowledge,
HPV knowledge, and attitude toward HPV vaccination of female North Korean refugees.
Stakeholders must work to establish health policies to reduce health disparities between South

and North Korean women to prepare for unification.

B keyword :|Female North Korean Refugees | Uterine Cervical Neoplasmas | Papillomaviridae | Preventive
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