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Cultural and Artistic Characteristics of a Gyobang Dance Displayed in Tonshinsa
from Yeongnam Jwa—do Province
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Abstract

This study is aimed at researching Gyobang Dance performed by gisaeng of Gyobang in the
banquet of Tonshinsa in Yeongnam Jwa-do Province. For this study, "Hae-haeng—chong-chey,
a collection of 28 travel essays written by Joseon Tonshinsa after visiting Japan, and a collection
of literary works were analyzed. Joseon Tonshinsa used Yeongnam Jwa-do Province as a route
to Japan in obedience to a royal command, and Yeongnam U-do Province as a way back to
Hanyang after completing their missions. The country gave a huge banquet to relieve
Tonshinsa’s anxiety about the voyage and to pray for a safe trip. The banquets were
concentrated in Yeongnam Jwa-do Province, the way down to Busan departing from Hanyang.
Looking into Tonshinsa’s records, it can be seen that Tonshinsa banquets took place in Andong,
Yeongcheon, Gyeongju, Milyang, and Busan. Gyobang Dance performed at Tonshinsa banquets
includes Geommu, Hwangchangmu, Cheoyongmu, Cheondo, Mudong, Ipchum, and Jungchum.
Through Tonshinsa envoy, ‘Jeseon Tonshinsa-gil’ was formed in Yeongnam Jwa-do Province,
and through Tonshinsa banquets, the artistry of Gyobang Dance was compiled. Nevertheless,
present Yeongnam Jwa-do Province has remarkably less Gyobang Dance passed down in
comparison to Yeongnam U-do Province. For this reason, there is a need to look into Gyobang
Dance of Yeongnam Jwa-do Province. The purpose of this study is to closely examine the
cultural and artistic characteristics of Gyobang Dance performed at Tonshinsa banquets in
Yeongnam Jwa-do Province formed through Joseon Tonshinsa-gil.
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