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The Directive Wr|t|ng in the Works of Joél Pommerat
and Jean—Claude Grumberg : “le politique” of Fiction
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Abstract

This study is concerned with “fiction” as a new form of writing over the limits of the post-modernist
theater/arts. Fiction is not something illusory that demands the audience’s empathy but something that
unveils form’s disinterest in content. Thus, in this paper, | examine a fiction as the opposition of any
representational norm and words’ old mimesis. Rebutting the crisis of post-modern art and the end of
images, philosopher Jacque Ranciére mentions the possibility of appropriating similarity in an imitative
way by twisting Platonic mimesis. The image of this similarity wanders alongside the loss of
signification, unmasking the form’s indifference to content. These wandering words represent their own
truth “in a way fossils or grooved stones encapsulate histories” as hieroglyphics. This “fiction” as an
alternative of post-modernist plays is not any confrontation of reality but the “movement of thinking”
that allows the human spirit to play in a way of shaping “some substantiality.”

In this sense, | examines works by two French writers, Joél Pommerat (1963~) and Jean—Claude
Grumberg (1939~ ) who have carried out their writing practices of appropriating similarity that dissolves
any simple ‘immediate reflection” for non-intermediate relations between the producing and the
produced. Their writing is a cross of literary creation and “le politique” as a new aesthetic practice of
writing and reveals the movement of thinking, departing from the preexisting concept of fiction.
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