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A Study for a Way to Invigorate Domestic Documentary Ecosystem: Focusing on
the Growth of Independent Documentaries and the Case of POV
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. Abstract

This study takes a close look at the recent success of independent documentaries to find its
implications and a way to invigorate Korean documentary ecosystems. To this aim, this study performed
in—depth interviews with independent documentary film makers and television documentary directors.
Also, it analyzed the case of POV (Point Of View), which is television’s longest-running showcase for
independent documentary films in the USA. The results display that independent documentaries convey
competitive edge of contents and expansion of distribution and funding through film industry systems,
based on the producer systems, global distribution networks of overseas pitching and film festivals,
marketing and audience strategy of film industry. Although this shows its molding of documentary
industry ecosystems, there are great needs for various platforms other than film industrial outlet in
order to make an advancement of the ecosystems under the digital environment. POV works on the
basis of ‘open sourcing’ form when collaborating with independent film makers. Independent
documentaries picked up by POV are aired on PBS, streamed via its online service, and distributed
through community screenings: this three—outlet strategy makes POV a unique platform and has a
relevance and feasibility to apply for Korean documentary ecosystems. Therefore, this study suggests
to create a platform adopting POV system hoping that more studies and efforts would come for various
and novel platform building so to make more advanced and invigorated ecosystems of Korean
documentary.
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