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Study on the Change of Nuclear Energy Policy: Before and After Fukushima
Nuclear Accident
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Abstract

Since Fukushima nuclear disaster occurred in 2011, the nuclear energy policy of the international
society has been in recession. However, In Korea, the nuclear—friendly policy had remained and even
expanded over the last 60 years until the Park Geun—hye government. In other words, there was the
path dependence of nuclear energy policy. Since the Moon Jae—in government that pledged to perform
nuclear phase—out policy in 2017 was inaugurated, the nuclear—friendly policy began to swerve from the
course of path dependence. Based on the mai logic of historical institutionalism, this study looked into
the change of Korean nuclear policy by before and after the Fukushima nuclear accident. As the result
of this research, the external situation of Fukushima Nuclear Accident became a critical turning point
and led to a change in the government’s policy on nuclear power. From an institutional perspective, it
influenced the paradigm of nuclear power policy, policy decision structure, and laws of nuclear power.
From a doer's perspective, it influenced political idea and social acceptability. Since Moon Jae-in
government was inaugurated in 2017, nuclear phase—out policy has secured its institutional foundation
and nuclear power policy has basically changed from nuclear—friendly policy to nuclear phase-out policy.
Therefore, the energy policy of Moon Jae-in government gets out of the nuclear power based path
dependency that previous governments pursued, keeps punctuated equilibrium, and changes to
renewable energy oriented policy.
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