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Status and Challenges of Korean Out of School Children Health Check-up
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Abstract

Health inequality means health gaps that can be affected adverse effects to the vulnerable groups
in a society. Many scholars argue that it is needed social interventions to reduce health gaps between
the vulnerable and the privileged in a society, because social inequalities can be caused and resulted
health inequality among them. In this context, this article introduces Korean out of school children
health check-up as part of the policies to reduce health inequality in the society. For a long time, many
out of school children have been alienated from the national health checkup systems. That means they
are not only marginalized groups in Korean society, but also excluded from the benefits of health
promotion and health management. Many runaway youths are struggling to live by themselves, who are
escaped from their families and they don’t have enough resources to keep their health. They are also
young and low waged workers who are expelled to the streets, while they don’t have any support and
protection from the communities. Out of school children health checkup has been conducted to the
adolescents who stay in the shelters or study in alternative schools. To get meaningful results as the
health inequality reduction policy, it is needed to expand out of children health checkup to the runaway
teenagers.
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