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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to verify the structural relationship between covert narcissism,
forgiveness, empathy, and marital satisfaction for Korean-American married couples and to discover the
differences in covert narcissism, forgiveness, empathy, and marital satisfaction by gender and years
married. Also this study aims to prove the mediating effects of forgiveness and empathy, and to
examine the structural relationship differences across genders. For this purpose, a total of 248 married
Korean Americans who live in South Carolina, Arizona and Texas were subjected for this research. The
results of the study were as follows. First, covert narcissism showed a negative correlation with
forgiveness, empathy and marital satisfaction. And there was a positive correlation between
forgiveness, empathy and marital satisfaction. Second, the differences in forgiveness and marital
satisfaction by gender and years married were significant. Third, as a result of the mediating effects
test, empathy and forgiveness showed indirect influence between covert narcissism and marital
satisfaction. Fourth, for married males the effects of covert narcissism on empathy, empathy on
forgiveness, empathy on marital satisfaction were significant. For married females, the effects of covert
narcissism on forgiveness, forgiveness on marital satisfaction were significant. Based on these results,
the implications and limitations of this study and suggestions for future research were discussed.
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