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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the meaning of the extracurricular activities in the early
childhood education institutions because the discussions and the discrepancy between theoretical
viewpoint and reality are gradually expanded. For this purpose, the classes of three early childhood
education institutes were observed, and interviews with the instructors were conducted where
extracurricular activities programs were implemented. The meanings of extracurricular activities in the
early childhood education institutes were ‘coexistence of newness and pleasure’, 'meaning as learning,
'diverse teaching media experience’ and 'inevitable limit' in the reality of formal lessons and other
situations. Based on the results of this study, it is necessary to make comprehensive and
complementary approaches between the formal curriculum and extracurricular activities for the future
high quality extracurricular activity education. Continuous training and education of the instructor are
required for better extracurricular activities.

M keyword : | Young Children | Extracurricular Activities Instructors | Early Childhood Education Institution |
Extracurricular Activities | Meaning Exploration |
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